
    Lighthouse Beacon News 
                                                       lighthousequilters.org 
 

                                August 2016 
 

  

Lighthouse Quilt Guild 
August 8, 2016 
    6:30 pm Social Time 
    7:00 pm Meeting 
United Methodist Church of the Dunes 
717 Sheldon, at Colfax 
Grand Haven, Michigan 
 
2015-2016 Executive Board 
Chairperson  

  Connie Townsend 

Co-Chairperson 

  Kay Wilton  

Secretary 

  Carol Keen 

Treasurer 

  Barb Wexall 

Community Outreach Committee 

  Elizabeth Clark & Kim Frisch 

Historian 

   Melanie VerDuin 

Hospitality 

  Jean Stordahl & Monica Leenhouts 

Librarians 

  Joy Quinn & Marchia Schoemaker 

Membership-Bookkeeping 

  Jane Thomasma 

Membership-Welcoming 

  Carol Keen, Jane Thomasma,  
    Lorelle Eberly & Marilyn Cook 

Newsletter  

  Chris Bussell 

  newsletter.lqg@gmail.com 

Program Coordinators 

  Su Palmer & Pam Kihn 

Publicity 

  Jackie Baden  

Quilt Show Chair 

  Karen Katje  

Quilt Show Co-Chair 

  Lynn Koster 

Take-A-Chance 

  Shirley Swifney  

Vendors 

   Su Palmer & Pam Kihn    

Webpage Manager 

   Char LaDronka 

Raffle Quilt 

   Barb Dryer 

 

Next Newsletter Deadline 

August 23, 2016 

Hello Quilting Friends, 

    I must say that I thought the July meeting was a lot of 

fun.  I loved seeing the small 12 inch My Michigan quilts. 

Those that made one were very creative with the theme.  

Seeing everyone’s Red, White, and Blue quilts was also 

great.  I was amazed by how many there were.  Thank you to 

everyone for sharing your spirit. 

   By the time you read this, it will be after the Lighthouse 

Quilt Show but as I write my letter, I am in a mood of 

considerable anticipation.  We as a guild prepare all year 

long for our annual show and, in my opinion, it is one of the 

best in the area.  Every year I wonder how the next show can 

be better  than the last one but then when I walk through the 

show I am blown away.  You are all so gifted with the talent 

to create works of art.  

    With this summer heat wave that we are having, I find it 

hard to really get in the mood to work on my quilts that are 

waiting to be finished.  I have been spending my time 

cutting up scraps and my never ending supply of fat 

quarters into useable parts.  I like having things already 

prepared in the size strips and squares that I most commonly 

use.  Since cutting out is my least favorite part of the 

quilting process, this really helps me accomplish more.  It 

also satisfies my need to just play with and feel the fabric. 

I’m wondering how many of you also find it hard to quilt in 

the summer. 

    We have some wonderful meeting speakers and classes 

coming up this fall starting with Deb Karasik at the joint 

meeting with PALS to fabric artist Lenore Crawford at our 

guild in October.  We hope to have a Judy Niemeyer 

instructor in November.  Be sure to sign up for classes this 

fall to get those creative juices flowing again. 

 

Happy stitching, 

Connie 



Upcoming Programs                                                                                      Su Palmer and Pam Kihn 
   
Sign-up sheets and additional information for classes will be at the program table at each meeting.  For 
additional information, contact Pam Kihn (231-206-6729) or Su Palmer (231-740-7104) 
 

August 8, 2016 

 Quilt Show winners 

 Annual dessert/appetizer potluck 

 Election of 2016/17 Officers – see slate below 
 

September 12, 2016 

 Deb Karasik  -  http://www.debkarasik.com 

 Joint meeting with PALS Guild at 6:30 at Fellowship Reformed Church, 4200 E. Apple Avenue, 
Muskegon, MI.  You must have your nametag or membership payment receipt for entry to the 
meeting.  See details below. 
 

October 10, 2016 

 Lenore Crawford, Fabric Artist   http://www.lenorecrawford.com  

 She will be teaching two classes:    
o Sunday, October 9:  Myra’s Window Boxes 
o Monday, October 10:  Blended Fabric Collages 

 
Information on Deb Karasik: 
     Deb started her real quilting passion in November of 2000, when she got a call from one of her 
daughters, advising Deb, (the daughter...not Deb!) she was pregnant with triplets. She picked up the 
quilting bug with a passion and joined her local quilt guild (the San Francisco Quilters Guild).  It was at 
the SFQG that she met Janet Mednick, who would later help her write a book for the American Quilters 
Society, called 'Quilt Mavens Perfect Paper Piecing'.  She has since written 'Quilts With Attitude', also 
published by AQS, and is currently working on her next book.  
     Now based in Durham, North Carolina, Deb is quilting, teaching and writing professionally, and her 
travels take her worldwide to share her passion for contemporary quilting, meeting new people, and 
sharing her knowledge with quilters everywhere.  
 
To sign up for classes, please contact Kay at 616-842-0921 or Kathy at 231-798-3952. 
 
Deb will be offering the following classes:  
BATIK WHEELS  
(AKA Psychedelic Upchuck)  
 “After completing a nice, batik quilt called Batik Wheels, I wanted to see it 'punched up a bit'. Little did I 
know it would end up an explosion of color! “  
 
Sunday, September 11, 2016  
9:30 am – 4:00 pm  
Quilted Memories  
9919 US 31, Montague  
$45 for PALS and Lighthouse Members  
$50 for non-members  
Plus $15 materials fee  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.debkarasik.com/
http://www.lenorecrawford.com/


TURNING OVER A NEW LEAF  
These adorable little stylized leaves are a treat to make and a feast for the eye. You will learn the basics 
that will take you soaring into even greater projects.  
 
Monday, September 12, 2016  
10:00 am – 1:00 pm  
Quilted Memories  
9919 US 31, Montague  
$35 for PALS and Lighthouse Members  
$40 for non-members Plus $15 materials fee  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark your Calendar for Future Programs    
November 2016     TBD, Certified Judy Niemeyer Instructor 
   http://www.quiltworx/instructors/instructors 
March 2017            Bonnie Hunter   http://www.quiltville.com 
September 2017    Ann Loveless (Joint meeting with PALS Guild)   http://www.quiltsbyann.com 
 
Attention Members:  Does your sewing group have quilts to share with our members?  Perhaps projects 
you have done as a “bee” or maybe you have a personal collection of quilts and would like to do a trunk 
show for the guild.  If so, please contact Pam or Su.  We would like to have our members share their 
collections at a future meeting. 
 
 
Hospitality                                                                               Jean Stordahl and Monica Leenhouts    
                                              
Our August meeting is the annual Appetizer and Dessert Night.  Everyone should bring either an 
appetizer or a dessert.  You will want to bring a serving utensil if necessary.  Drinks and table service will 
be provided.  Looking forward to some delicious treats!  Thank you in advance. 
 

 

Membership                                                                                                                Jane Thomasma 
 
We welcome Barb Bennett to our guild!  That brings our number to 158 members.  At our July meeting, 
68 members and one guest enjoyed seeing red, white, and blue quilts and the My Michigan Challenge 
quilts for the quilt show.  Your membership expires at the end of August so now is the time to renew!  In 
September we meet with PALS in Muskegon.  If you have not renewed at the July or August meeting, 
you will need to renew at the membership table for entrance to the September meeting.  We don’t want 
you to miss it!  If you have already renewed, bring your receipt or new name tag.  (If you renew at our 
August meeting, new name tags will be available for you to pick up at the membership table when you 
sign in at the September meeting.)  Dues are $20 for the year.  Add $5 if you would like to have the 
newsletter mailed to you rather than by e-mail.  Happy quilting! 
 
Quilt Retreat           Cyndi Phillip 
 
The guild's "Holiday Blow-Out Retreat" on December 2-4 is completely full but you can be added to a wait 
list by contacting Cyndi Phillip at a guild meeting or by email cphillip_56@yahoo.com. 

 

http://www.quiltworx/instructors/instructors
http://www.quiltville.com/
http://www.quiltsbyann.com/
mailto:cphillip_56@yahoo.com


 
Community Outreach                                                                          Elizabeth Clark and Kim Frisch 
 
We have had a very successful year, keeping the Maternal and Infant Health Programs in all of Ottawa 
County well supplied with colorful and well-constructed baby quilts.  We have ensured that a stack of 
lovely and comforting quilts are available in the Breast Center at North Ottawa Community Hospital.  
Every dedication of a Habitat for Humanity house has been blessed with one of our beautiful quilts. 
All this success is only because lots of our members have been willing to pitch in and piece, quilt and 
bind those quilts.  A few of us also have cut out kits, purchased fabric, washed every quilt, and kept our 
fabric pantry well supplied.   
 
This is a busy time of year.  We often have summer guests or are traveling to visit others.  Our Quilt 
Show consumes a lot of energy preparing exhibits and volunteering to help out.  Our personal quilt 
projects may be on hold.  
  
It's time for a vacation.  There won't be a Community Outreach table at the potluck in August.  If we 
can be there, it will be to mingle with the group and not to pack the car or set up the table.  If you have an 
emergency need for a kit or batting, call Elizabeth at (616) 212-0844 and arrange for a pick-up.  See you 
in September. 
 
 
Website                                                       Char LaDronka 
 
The minutes from the June Board Meeting are now posted to the webpage.  If you would like to see 
something posted to the webpage, please contact Char LaDronka. 
 

 
Quilt Raffle                                                                                                                            Barb Dryer 

 
Thanks to everyone who has volunteered to sell tickets…and to those who have purchased 
tickets…we’re on our way to a successful fundraiser! 
  
We will be selling tickets at the gazebo along the Grand Haven channel (right outside the 1 S. Harbor 
building) on Wednesday nights during August (except for August 3).  Please stop by if you have a chance 
or let me know if you’d like to sit with me for a couple of hours on a Wednesday evening.   
 A huge thank you to Pat Navis, quilter extraordinaire, who quilted the Happy, Scrappy Houses, and to Su 
Palmer who did the binding!  Check soon for a photo of the finished product on our Facebook page. 
  
Remember – tickets are $3 each or 2 for $5 and the raffle date is October 1, 2016.  Proceeds of the ticket 
sales will be distributed to the Tri-Cities Habitat for Humanity (80%) and to our own Community Outreach 
Program (20%).   
 
  
Nomination Committee         Kay Wilton 
 

The nominations committee is still seeking members to fill a couple of guild positions. The new positions 
begin in September with the guild voting in August. If interested in working on the Quilt Show, please 
contact Kay Wilton at quiltnwiltn@hotmail.com or 616-430-0732.  
 
Nominations for the following positions: 
 

Chair Connie Townsend 

Co-Chair Kay Wilton 

Secretary Carol Keen 

Treasurer Barb Wexall 

tel:%28616%29%20212-0844
mailto:quiltnwiltn@hotmail.com


Community Outreach Elizabeth Clark & Kim Frisch 

Historian Amanda Garvin 

Hospitality Jean Strodahl & Monica Leenhouts 

Librarian Marianne Stuparits 

Membership Bookkeeping Jane Thomasma & Carol Keen 

Membership Welcoming Carol Keen, Jane Thomasma, Karen Beham, Lisa Schooley 

Newsletter Chris Bussell 

Program Coordinator Su Palmer & Pam Kihn 

Publicity Jackie Baden 

Quilt Show Chair  

Quilt Show Co-Chair   

Take A Chance Shirley Swifney 

Vendors Su Palmer & Pam Kihn 

Webpage Manager Char LaDronka 

Raffle Quilt Barb Dryer 

 

Quilt tips from quiltblockofthemonthclub.com 

1. She who has the most wins! The most important tool for quilting is your fabric collection. Build a 

good stash and then you'll always be able to find that special piece you need to complete a project. 

2. Carefully press the seams in quilt blocks by lifting the iron and placing it down on each new area 

without moving the iron across the fabric so you avoid stretching or distorting your fabric.  

3. Use plain water only when washing out water soluble marker pens from your fabric, and hand 

wash well, as detergents and ironing may set the ink permanently.  

4. Take photos and keep a written record of all your completed quilts. Make sure you label each of 

your quilts properly too on the back, so there is always a permanent record of who, when, and for 

whom the quilt was made.  

5. Use different widths of masking tape to guide you in an easy way to quilt parallel lines without 

marking the quilt top.  

6. Make sure you always use only cotton thread when stitching older fabrics because synthetic 

threads (even cotton-covered polyester) are likely to damage or cut the fabric.  

7. Better to buy more fabric than you think you need for a quilt, rather than too little, as this allows 

room for mistakes, shrinkage or making a sample block, and for building your stash. 

8. Look around you - when designing patterns for your quilt, don't forget you can use everyday items 

to draw around. Plates, cups and saucers and even cookie cutters all make great templates.  

9. Always bring the bobbin thread to the top of the quilt before beginning to sew so you can avoid 

any tangling on the back.  

10. Purchase the largest rotary cutting mat you can afford and have room for. Also try and purchase 

one marked in inches, as many are now available for other craft purposes, and different markings 

on them may be confusing. 

11. If possible, lay your batting out flat somewhere for a couple of days to allow it to relax before you 

quilt it, so you don't get caught with wrinkles or creases.  

12. Do not prewash your fabric when piecing miniature quilts, as the sizing in the fabric will help 

make it easier to piece.  

13. Everyone has UFOs (Unfinished Projects). Make the effort to go through them and decide what 

you do actually want to finish, then you can cull the rest and either give them to friends or charity, 

or sell them.  

14. Ensure your binding goes on smoothly by running a row of stitching around the edge of the quilt to 

hold all three layers together, before you attach it.  

15. Quilting can be good exercise too! Keep your ironing board well away from your machine and get 

in the habit of getting up to press every seam as you sew.  
  



 
 
Do you have your Barn Quilt Block yet? 
Many designs available. 
Custom orders being accepted. 
1ft x1ft $25.00  
2x2        $75.00 
3x3      $125.00 
4x4      $225.00 
Free Michigan delivery 
contact: bpbennett@gmail.com  269-793-3008 
 

 
 

mailto:bpbennett@gmail.com


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
                
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                Only 10 spaces left on the bus!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lighthouse Quilt Guild 

Treasurer's Report as of 7/20/16 

    

General Fund Balance on 6/20/16  $12,973.96 

    

General Fund Income    

Lake Trust Credit Union (interest) $0.21  

Hospitality $8.15  

Membership   

 2016-17 $260.00  

Newsletter Ads $5.00  

Newsletter Fees $10.00  

Raffle $350.00  

Retreat-Winter 2016 $280.00  

Take A Chance $28.75  

Workshop   

 Lenore Crawford $80.00  

Total General Fund Income                      $1,022.11  

    

General Fund Expense    

Hospitality $33.00  

Membership $203.99  

Newsletter   

 Postage $94.00  

 Printing $27.54  

Office $7.29  

Raffle $240.75  

Take A Chance $15.00  

Total General Fund Expenses  $621.57  

General Fund Ending Balance on 7/20/16  $13,374.50 

    

Quilt Show Beginning Balance as of 6/20/16  $2,865.29 

Quilt Show Income   

 Vendors $150.00  

Total Quilt Show Income $150.00  

Quilt Show Expense   

 Publicity $149.00  

Total Quilt Show Expenses $149.00  

Quilt Show Ending Balance on 7/20/16  $2,866.29 

    

Balance of both LQG Funds on 7/20/16  $16,240.79 
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Lighthouse Quilt Guild 
1206 Hillcrest St.  

 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your August Lighthouse Quilt Guild Newsletter is here  

What to Bring to the Next Meeting:  
 
    ~ Winning quilts from our Quilt Show 
    ~ Appetizer or Dessert to share along with a serving utensil 
    ~ Your Name Badge (pin it on!)—this is your entry to the meeting 

     ~ Spare Change for Take a Chance 
    ~ Library Books 

     ~ Show and Tell 
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