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Looking for a few good…
Techie Quilters or…
Quilting Techies
Remember back in the day, when you wanted to find out something, you just picked up
the phone and called someone? Yeah, using one of those rotary dial things from the notso-ancient past when you actually had to remember someone’s phone number!
Well, we all know how our communications with each other have changed. Now we can
give and receive all kinds of information without even talking out loud to anyone. Trouble
is, we don’t all use or like the same methods of communication.
That is what brings me to write this message. Our guild has many ways of
communicating with you, our members. We have great people dedicated to keeping you
informed about what the guild is doing. However, we don’t know everything about
technology and we certainly don’t always know which method works the best for you,
individually.
We would like to find out what works for you AND we would like to tap into the expertise
of our members to help us improve those methods of communication. Do you have a
technique that you use in your business or personal Facebook/website/newsletter that
you think would be helpful to the guild? Maybe you’re using a social media platform that
you think we could be using, too. I’m willing to bet that there is someone out there with a
tidbit of techie information that would be helpful to the guild!
I’m asking you for two things:
1)

How do you want to hear about guild events and news?
Paper newsletter
Website
Facebook

2)

Online newsletter
Blog
E-mail

Do you have expertise that you could share regarding any of these methods of
communication (or others not listed here), in terms of how best our guild could
use them? I’m not asking for a long-term commitment and I promise you won’t
end up with any responsibilities (unless you want to). The idea is to pick your
brain to help us coordinate our various technologies – the end result will be
better communications with all our members.
Website domain maintenance
Wordpress or similar program
Facebook
Blogging

Mass e-mail programs/Constant Contact
Calling Post
Instagram

Please click on this link to e-mail me, bdryer@charter.net, and briefly tell me what’s on
your mind. If you prefer, call or text me at 616.502.6718. I would love to hear from you
regarding either, or both, of the above questions. The sooner the better! Thanks.
Barb Dryer

Upcoming Programs and Classes

Wendy Rice & Dianne Gustafson

Until we can safely meet in person again, our meetings will be held on the regular second Monday of each
month via Zoom. Every LQG member will receive an email invitation prior to each meeting. We will open the
meeting at 6:30 for a social half-hour to reconnect with quilting friends.
During the brief business meeting at 7 pm, members will be muted to allow officers and chairpersons to make
their reports.
Thank you to January 11 presenter Nancy Roelfsema for a lively Zoom trip through her quilting history and
her interesting family. Nancy led a virtual workshop on Creative Painting on Fabric January 27and a dozen
guild members attended.
February 8, 2021
Program: Sharing Tips, Tools, Techniques
Please join in creating our own program for this Zoom meeting. We all have different tastes in quilting, find
different tools that are favorites, learn tips and techniques from classes and workshops–and each other. We’re
asking members to share a tool or technique and why you like it, a quilt or pattern you can show on screen, or
send a photo to Wendy to display in a slide show. If you are willing to take a minute to share, give your name
to Wendy at wendyrice49@gmail.com or Dianne at bdgusto@comcast.net so we know to call on you in the
meeting. Members can post questions in Chat, and anyone who didn’t sign up to speak will have time at the
end.
March 8, 2021
Program: Lecture, Kathy McNeil, award-winning landscape artist and art quilter.
Kathy has been a popular workshop leader at AQS Grand Rapids. Visit her website:
http://www.kathymcneilquilts.

April 12, 2021 TBD We expected to host Nancy Mahoney, an EQ8 Designer, for an in-person lecture and
workshop. This has been cancelled because Nancy is in an area of southern Georgia where internet service is
not reliable and she is unable to offer a virtual lecture.
May 10, 2021
Program: Lecture: Lilo Bowman ”Love Where You Create.”
Lilo is an author, editor, production manager for The Quilt Show. She will share organizing tips and videos of
quilt studios based on research for her recent book.

ONLINE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
QuiltCon Together February 18-22, sponsored by the Modern Quilt Guild. This brand-new online version
of QuiltCon will still feature a juried quilt show as well as top notch workshops and lectures. The
five day event will include live lectures, panels, and tours, as well as on -demand workshops and
many opportunities for socialization. http://www.quiltcon.com
Victoria Findlay Wolfe has a recorded Zoom lecture from her sold-out class on making a coat from one of her
quilts, including pattern information, cutting diagrams and step-by-step instruction. $30. Her platform is
http://www.coursecraft.net.
Craftsy has a fun, FREE distraction from National Quilters Circle,
seven different bundles of activity pages, including 40 different
quilt blocks, to color and arrange as you like.
https://go.nationalquilterscircle.com/a25473/

Zoom Meetings for the Guild
Special thanks to those members who responded (very favorably) to our first Zoom meeting in October. We
had nearly 50 members sign on and enjoyed seeing friends and sharing what they’ve been working on. If you
want to attend future meetings and have not yet used Zoom, please contact either Alicia Gilewski
(aligil7492@gmail.com) or Chris Bussell (cmb1771@gmail.com) for a one-on-one practice meeting. We also
may need some additional helpers/cohosts for our Zoom guild meetings, so please let Alicia or Chris know if
you are interested in helping.
Zoom Task Force committee - Alicia Gilewski, Wendy Rice, Dianne Gustafson, and Chris Bussell
Next Challenge

Carol Keen, Barb Dryer and Linda Engel

Are you ready for the next LQG quilt project? We hope so!
As officers, we have planned the next venture, titled 2021 WILL PUT
STARS IN YOUR EYES. We encourage all guild members to participate
in this individual project beginning in April and finishing in October. For
now, just start thinking about blocks with star patterns.
More information will be in the March Beacon News and following
newsletters.
See you then.
Carol, Barb and Linda

Community Outreach

Elizabeth Clark and Kim Frisch

We have been quite busy here in the darkness, making colorful kits for our members to turn into beautiful quilts.
Sometimes we have just had our heads down in our sewing rooms for so long that we take for granted that Guild
members all know what we are doing. A recent meeting proved that to be wrong. So here is a summary of the
"Community Outreach" programs.





We make about 200 quilts to supply Ottawa County's Maternal and Infant Health Program. They serve a
population of people in need and every baby gets a quilt from one of their visiting nurses. Oftentimes that quilt is
the only new item the baby will receive and it is treasured.
We make about 60-70 lap quilts for newly-diagnosed breast cancer patients at the Breast Center of North Ottawa
Community Hospital. The women who receive the quilts choose from at least 7 on a shelf at the Center. We
recognize that when a woman receives a quilt, there is an invisible thread from the designer/maker who puts her
love into the quilt to the woman who selects it. We hear from the staff that our quilts become a valued companion
for warm naps but also a beautiful gift representing time freely given by a quilter who usually has a connection
with a friend or family member who has had breast cancer.
We make a family-size quilt for every Habitat for Humanity Home in the Tri-Cities area. This quilt is presented
when the house is given to the family who helped build it. Because of the Covid-19 shut-down, this program is
currently on hold. We have some quilts finished for future house openings.

So that is what we do, involving the participation of many Guild members. Reviewing the past two years, 77 members
participated in our Community Outreach quilt-making. Our membership is about 140 people, so this is more than half of
our membership. We have six committee members who cut fabric and package kits. In the last year, we made up 148
quilt kits. We have six members who volunteer for long-arm quilting. There are some members who bind quilts. Susan
Harper washes all the breast cancer comfort quilts and interfaces with North Ottawa Community Hospital and Elizabeth
Clark washes all the baby quilts in Orvus soap. There are some real rock stars in our program who make 3-7 quilts every
month. We are truly blessed!
So if you are bored or depressed in this cold, dark period, just call Elizabeth or Kim and we'll get a quilt kit to you to
brighten your sewing room.!

Lighthouse Quilt Guild
Treasurer's Report
as of 12/31/2020

INCOME
Community Outreach Income
Interest Income
Membership Dues
Miscellaneous Income
Newsletter Advertising Income
Newsletter Member Fees Income
Program Guest Fees
Quilt Show Income
Retreat Income
Special Projects Income
Take a Chance Income
Workshop Income
Total Income
EXPENSES
Administrative Expenses
Community Outreach Expenses
Facility Rental
Hospitality Expenses
Library Expenses
Membership Expenses
Miscellaneous Expenses
Newsletter Expenses
Program Expenses
Quilt Show Expenses
Retreat Expenses
Special Projects Expenses
Take a Chance Expenses
Technology Expenses
Workshop Expense
Total Expenses
General Fund Balance
Program Reserve Balance
Equipment Reserve Balance

LQG Assets as of 12/31/2020
Checking
outstanding checks
Petty Cash (Membership)
Savings

December

Year to Date

0.74

2.92

100.00

100.00
22.00

25.00

1,028.45

370.00
495.74

370.00
1,523.37

(179.00)

(20.25)
(145.00)

(600.00)
(765.25)
17,453.30
1,000.00
3,000.00
21,453.30

3,834.29
0.00
30.00
17,589.01
21,453.30

(31.00)
(22.50)
(100.00)
(88.50)
(145.00)
(212.54)

(600.00)
(1,378.54)

Annual Budget
300.00
10.00
500.00
300.00
500.00
0.00
0.00
6,500.00
3,500.00
1,000.00
250.00
2,000.00
14,860.00

250.00
1,000.00
500.00
25.00
300.00
300.00
100.00
600.00
5,000.00
3,000.00
3,500.00
2,000.00
500.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
20,075.00

Lighthouse Quilt Guild
PO Box 852
Grand Haven, MI 49417

Your February Lighthouse Quilt Guild Newsletter is here
Our February meeting will be with Zoom.
What to Bring to the Next Meeting (when we are able to meet):
~ Your Name Badge (pin it on!)—this is your entry to the meeting
~ Completed Community Outreach quilts
~ Spare Change for Take A Chance
~ Library Books
~ Show and Tell
Next Board Meeting: Tuesday, March 16, 2021
Room B, Loutit District Library (or Zoom ) at 6:30 pm

