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Welcome to March, whose claim to fame is “In like a lion, out like a lamb”.
Let’s hope.
Anyone still have a wooden spool of cotton covered polyester thread at
home? (I do.) To my surprise, thread companies have been phasing out this
type of thread for some time now. Granted, the wooden spool has been gone
for a while. Lynn Koster says the large number of quilters using 100% cotton
thread and garment sewists using 100% polyester thread has resulted in
thread companies giving us what we want to use. What I never knew when I
went to buy 100% cotton thread was whether to buy 40 or 50 or 60 weight,
and I did not know how to read the numbers on the spool. Lynn straightened
me out, along with some additional help from the website of Superior Thread
Company in Ogden, Utah--superiorthreads.com.
The number refers to how many kilometers one ply of thread will cover if it
weighs one kilogram. So, if a single kilogram of thread covers 40 kilometers,
it is a 40-weight thread. If a single kg of thread covers 50 km, it is a 50-wt
thread. If single kg of thread covers 60 km it is labeled a 60-wt thread. By
this definition, the 60-wt thread is finer than the 40-wt thread because
same weight covers more distance. Then consider your fabric: the finer your
fabric, the finer the thread you want to use since it will blend more
completely and give a neater seam, especially if you have many patchwork
points coming together in one spot.
Throwing a monkey wrench into this business of thread, is how many plies are
twisted in the thread for strength. A 2-ply thread has two threads twisted
together, and 3-ply has three threads twisted together. Your serger thread
is 2-ply, individually not very strong, but, as Lynn points out, your serger uses
three or four spools of 2-ply, so your final product is strong. Most of the
cotton we buy for quilting is 3-ply. Then you want to consider the density and
“hand” of your fabric. For most of what we buy, 50 wt/3-ply will give us nice
strong seams. I like the rule of thumb from Bob of Superior Threads:
“Ignore the label and use your eyes, and finger your fabric”. Use finer
threads (60 wt) to blend in your fabric seams, and thicker threads (40-wt or
50-wt) on coarser fabric or to have your threads show.
Linda Engel

Upcoming Programs and Classes

Wendy Rice & Dianne Gustafson

Until we can safely meet in person again, our meetings will be held on the regular 2nd Monday of each month
via Zoom. Every LQG member will receive an email invitation prior to each meeting. Please check your email
to be sure of correct time. We usually open the meeting at 6:30 for a social half-hour visit with friends. During
the brief business meeting at 7 pm., members will be muted to allow officers and chairpersons to make their
reports.
A big shout-out to those members who sent their tips and techniques for our February meeting. Many included
photographs with step-by-step explanations so that Wendy was able to create a Google slide show of our
shared tips. Thank you, all!
March 8, 2021
Program: Lecture, Kathy McNeil, award-winning landscape artist and art quilter.
Kathy has been a popular workshop leader at AQS Grand Rapids in past years, and is probably already known
to many guild members. She will present her newest lecture, “The Happiness Project,” laced with years of
experience and touching on our “virtual lives” right now. Visit her website: http://www.kathymcneilquilts.

April 12, 2021
Program: Carole McLean and Nora Slikkers, lecture and trunk show. Carole is an LQG member, and both
women belong to Big Red Quilt Guild in Holland.
Carole will share some of her collection of Quilts of Valor. She pieces 6-14 QOV tops each month. Many begin
with panels, to which Carole makes creative additions of blocks, sashings and borders.
Nora will invite us into her sewing area. Carole said that there are many interesting aspects to Nora's sewing
area.
May 10, 2021
Program: Lecture: Lilo Bowman ”Love Where You Create.”
Lilo is an author, editor, production manager for The Quilt Show. She will lecture on Organizing Your Space,
whether it is real studio or a modified closet. She was a military wife for many years, moving many times and
honing her organizing skills. She will share videos of quilt studios she visited in researching her recent book.

LQG Officer’s Challenge
LQG works hard to keep members involved at this time. There are 30 guild members in five groups of six
participants who are involved in the LQG OFFICERS CHALLENGE. In early October, each of them provided a
set of fabrics in a tote which was then passed from one person to the next person at the beginning of each of
the following months. When the six blocks are finished, then each participant will complete her project and
share that at the guild meeting in August.
Are you familiar with the Moda Blockheads? They are a set of free blocks designed by various quilters and
were used as free Blocks of the Week. They are still available online:
https://bearcreekquiltingcompany.com/moda-blockheads-2018
The officers selected six of the blocks and gave one pattern to each of the participants in each group. As the
totes of fabrics are exchanged and passed on to the next person on the first of each month, each participant
uses her pattern and the fabrics in that month's tote to create another 12-1/2" block.
Below are the Moda Blockhead patterns that are being used with permission.
LQG Officers: Carol Keen, Barb Dryer, Linda Engel
Stellar Star
by Lynn Hagmeier

Lincoln's Platform
by Barb and Mary

Star Power
by Stacy Iest Hsu

Vintage by
by Sherri McConnell

Candy Striper
by Vanessa Goertze

Pennsylvania
by Carrie Nelson

Zoom Meetings for the Guild
Special thanks to those members who responded (very favorably) to our first Zoom meeting in October. We
had nearly 50 members sign on and enjoyed seeing friends and sharing what they’ve been working on. If you
want to attend future meetings and have not yet used Zoom, please contact either Alicia Gilewski
(aligil7492@gmail.com) or Chris Bussell (cmb1771@gmail.com) for a one-on-one practice meeting. We also
may need some additional helpers/cohosts for our Zoom guild meetings, so please let Alicia or Chris know if
you are interested in helping.
Zoom Task Force committee - Alicia Gilewski, Wendy Rice, Dianne Gustafson, and Chris Bussell

Next Challenge

Carol Keen, Barb Dryer and Linda Engel

Are you ready for the next LQG quilt project? We hope so!

As officers, we have planned the *********** venture and will be
encouraging all guild members to participate in this individual project
beginning in April and finishing in October . For now, just start thinking
about blocks with star patterns.
More information will be in the April Beacon News. See you then.
Carol, Barb and Linda

Virtual Sew In
Our days of confinement continue and time away from friends becomes longer and longer. Zoom offers us a
partial solution!
Arrange a virtual Sew-In with other members of Lighthouse. It is easy to do.

1. Choose a date and time you would like to gather together and the names of the people you would like
to invite to your sew-in.

2. Send an email with the above information to: 1994LQG@gmail.com at least two days before your
requested meet. Only one person from the Sew-In group should make the request.

3. You will be advised whether or not the date and time is available. If your requested meet day/ time is
not available, the request is cancelled and your group must decide on an alternate date and time and
make a new request.
The Sew-In will be limited to 3 hours. This will allow more than one group to meet on a day.
Keep your Zoom version updated, buy some new pajamas, and have fun.
Zoom Committee: Diane Gustafson, Wendy Rice, Chris Bussell, Alicia Gilewski

Community Outreach

Elizabeth Clark and Kim Frisch

Baby Quilt Program
Devon Stewart, Manager of the Maternal and Infant Health Program for Ottawa County, picked up 56 quilts
made by members of our Guild. She was thrilled to have them for the nurses to give expectant mothers at
their home visits. The staff has been very busy lately because they have been called upon to work at the
County vaccination clinics.
Comfort Quilts for Breast Cancer Center
There has been a steady flow of quilts donated by our members, so it has not been a problem to keep up with
the Center's needs. Every quilt is different and that means a woman can choose from a nice selection from
modern to traditional, pastel to bright colors.
Right now there is a stack of quilt tops awaiting quilting. If you have a machine that will handle a baby quilt
(usually about 36" by 45") or one of the comfort quilts (approximately 50" by 70"), we would be grateful for your
talent and time. We supply the top, batting, and backing.

Lighthouse Quilt Guild
Treasurer's Report
as of 1/31/2021

January
INCOME
Community Outreach Income
Interest Income
Membership Dues
Miscellaneous Income
Newsletter Advertising Income
Newsletter Member Fees Income
Program Guest Fees
Quilt Show Income
Retreat Income
Special Projects Income
Take a Chance Income
Workshop Income
Total Income
EXPENSES
Administrative Expenses
Community Outreach Expenses
Facility Rental
Hospitality Expenses
Library Expenses
Membership Expenses
Miscellaneous Expenses
Newsletter Expenses
Program Expenses
Quilt Show Expenses
Retreat Expenses
Special Projects Expenses
Take a Chance Expenses
Technology Expenses
Workshop Expense
Total Expenses
General Fund Balance
Program Reserve Balance
Equipment Reserve Balance

LQG Assets as of 1/31/2021
Checking
outstanding checks
Petty Cash (Membership)
Savings

0.75
15.00
20.00

Year to Date

3.67
15.00
120.00
22.00

1,028.45

200.00
235.75

570.00
1,759.12

(200.00)
(59.28)

(379.00)
(59.28)

(95.50)
(250.00)

(400.00)
(1,004.78)
16,684.27
1,000.00
3,000.00
20,684.27
3,523.79
(459.28)
30.00
17,589.76
20,684.27

(31.00)
(22.50)
(100.00)
(184.00)
(395.00)
(212.54)

(1,000.00)
(2,383.32)

Annual
Budget
300.00
10.00
500.00
300.00
500.00
0.00
0.00
6,500.00
3,500.00
1,000.00
250.00
2,000.00
14,860.00
250.00
1,000.00
500.00
25.00
300.00
300.00
100.00
600.00
5,000.00
3,000.00
3,500.00
2,000.00
500.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
20,075.00

Word Scramble 4
Color Play
ACID GREEN
BABY BLUE
AMBER
CELADON
BRICK RED
CHARTREUSE
BUBBLE GUM
FIRE-ENGINE RED
EGGPLANT
AMARANTH
CERISE
MINT
APRICOT
LEMON
BLUE
CADET BLUE
FUCHSIA
GOLDENROD
BARN RED
MIDNIGHT BLUE

ELECTRIC BLUE
LAVENDER
BLACK
SPRING GREEN
GUNMETAL
TOMATO RED
RUST
ORANGE
PERIWINKLE
TEAL
WINE
VIOLET
PEACH
OCHRE
EMERALD GREEN
PLUM
MAROON
ASH GRAY
APPLE

Lighthouse Quilt Guild
PO Box 852
Grand Haven, MI 49417

Your March Lighthouse Quilt Guild Newsletter is here
Our March meeting will be with Zoom.
What to Bring to the Next Meeting (when we are able to meet):
~ Your Name Badge (pin it on!)—this is your entry to the meeting
~ Completed Community Outreach quilts
~ Spare Change for Take A Chance
~ Library Books
~ Show and Tell
Next Board Meeting: Tuesday, March 16, 2021
On Zoom at 6:30 pm

