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You Want To Do What? 
 
Make a temperature quilt?  What the heck is a temperature quilt?   
 
Well, I didn’t know either, until I saw a random picture from Pinterest.  I don’t know why it 
intrigued me so much, but it did.  Maybe it was all the beautiful colors, maybe it was the 
geometric layout of it…I don’t know.  I just know that I wanted to try making one – a small 
one, a wall hanging. 
 
By definition, a temperature quilt is made of 365 blocks (or 366 if you do a Leap Year).  
Each block is made of two fabrics; one that shows the high temperature for the day and 
one that shows the low temperature for that same day. 
 
So many decisions!  So many curve balls (that’s when you have a plan, but it doesn’t go 
the way you want it to.)   
 
What year to choose?  Many people use the current year to make this quilt, making the 
blocks daily or weekly.  Since I didn’t want to prolong this project for an entire year, I 
picked a year from the past.  The year 1975 seemed logical and meaningful to me, since 
that is the first full year we lived in Grand Haven.  We moved during the 1974 holidays, so 
we were actually here on January 1, 1975, a good place to start. 
 
What pattern to use?  I know my limitations, especially the mental ones.  I did not want a 
pattern that would frustrate me to the point of not finishing it.  The blocks, of course, have 
two colors, representing the high and low temperatures.  The pattern I really liked had a 
circle appliqued in the middle of the block for one of the temperatures.  I knew that would 
be an obstacle for me because I would procrastinate on doing the applique.  So, after 
looking at many ideas online, I opted for an easy one because I knew I would finish it.  It 
consisted of 2” x 4” blocks.  The main color was the high temperature of the day and the 
smaller piece (a 2”x2” flipped corner) represented the low temperature. 
 
What colors to use?  This decision involved many factors.  One was knowing the entire 
range of temperatures for the year and figuring out how to divide them into smaller 
ranges.  I researched the year of 1975 on a weather website and determined that the 
lowest temperature during the year was zero and the highest was 90.  I downloaded that 
chart and worked with it to see how many colors I wanted to assign to any particular range 
of temperatures.  (So when do I start sewing???)  
 
Along with that process, I was looking at fabrics, mostly fat quarter bundles, to see what 
might be a good choice.  This was fun!  I knew that I wanted solid colors and vibrant ones.  
Luckily, I came upon an Etsy site, Stash.com, which had the perfect choice for me – a 
Grunge bundle with great colors.   
 
I worked with the temperature chart to make it align with the number of colors in the 
bundle.  I ended up with a different color for each range of 3 degrees (except for the 
lowest and highest temperature ranges, which were 10 degrees or so, mostly because 
there were fewer of those days).  I figured out how many blocks I would need of each 
color and made a graph so that I would remember which color to use for the main block 
and which color to use for the corner block.  (So, again, when do I start sewing?)       
(continued on page 2) 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The fabric came and I was so excited!  The colors were awesome.  Now…to start cutting.  Let’s see – 365 2½” x 
4½” pieces and 365 2½” x 2½“ pieces – all according to my chart.  For example, for the 42-44 temperature range, 
I needed 16 larger pieces and 7 smaller ones…and so on and so on. 
 
Hmm, a couple of temperatures required more than one fat quarter and I had to re-order a couple of the colors.   
 
Okay, NOW I get to sew!  Following my chart, I made the blocks.  I very carefully organized them so that I would 
have them in the right order when I was ready to put the quilt together. 
 
Now…how to lay out the blocks?  After laying all of the 365 blocks out on the floor, I decided that I wanted them 
by week, with January through June on the left side and July through December on the right side.  Oh…did I 
notice that if I laid the blocks out Sunday – Saturday, that there would be some “extra” blocks to fill in for the days 
between the end of one month and the beginning of another?  Hmm, I guess I will use a gray Grunge for those 
extra blocks to even out those weeks.  Another fabric order! 
 
Ok, now another look at them on the floor after creating the fill-in gray blocks.  Since the year began in the middle 
of the week, I had a blank gray square on the upper left corner and I embroidered the year in that square.  And 
hey, why don’t I switch things up a little and reverse the blocks that represent holidays or days that mean 
something special to me?  For instance, the block for July 4 is upside down and the block for my husband’s 
birthday in April is upside down.  Just a little personalization. 
 
Now…all sewn together, backing done (more about that next).  Off to Darla Parks for quilting. 
 
I wanted to put a legend on the back that showed the temperature ranges with the assigned colors.  My idea of 
creating a block of 2x2 squares of each of the 24 colors and then using a fabric pen to write the temperatures on 
the fabric seemed doable.  Well, not so much.  My first mistake was having it quilted BEFORE I did the legend.  
Not only was the Grunge fabric not a good surface for the pen, writing over the quilting lines was a problem.  
And…what about the darker colors?  I didn’t like the way the white pen looked, plus I didn’t like using two 
different colors anyway.  What to do?   
 
I tried a couple of different “transfer” methods before I settled on this – I made a color copy of the block of 24 
colors that I had made, wrote the temperature ranges in white pen directly on that paper copy and then used the 
freezer paper method to create the piece that I would eventually hand sew onto the back of the quilt, since it was, 
of course, already quilted.  Thanks to Elizabeth Clark for helping me to think this through.  
 
How do I want to bind this wall hanging?  A quilting friend in Kentucky 
suggested a facing binding so that the temperature blocks would not be 
contained or framed by a traditional binding.  So…I learned how to do 
that.  Another new technique for me.   
 
And I’m still not done!  How am I going to hang this?  The methods that I 
had carefully watched on YouTube videos did not account for the weight 
and length of this piece.  I had to make sure that it did not sag in the 
middle, and I did not want whatever hanging method I chose to show.  
So I improvised…as all good quilters would!  I made 5 tabs and 
calculated where they needed to be stitched, allowing for the size of the 
dowel, so that they would not “flip up” and show when hung on the wall 
and would not allow any sagging.  
 
Whew!  After making and attaching the label, I was done!  I love the 
colors, I love the pattern that Darla used to quilt it, and I love the fact that 
I worked through all of the curve balls to finish it! 
 
That’s my temperature quilt story.  I hope to be able to display it in the quilt show this summer!    
 
Barb Dryer 

 
 

 



 
 
Upcoming Programs and Classes                                                   Wendy Rice & Dianne Gustafson 

 
Until we can safely meet in person again, our meetings will be held on the second Monday of each month via 
Zoom. Every LQG member will receive an email invitation prior to each meeting. We will open the meeting at 
6:30 for a social half-hour to reconnect with quilting friends.  During the brief business meeting at 7 pm, 
members will be muted to allow officers and chairpersons to make their reports.  

 
Special thanks to Carole McLean and Nora Slikkers for sharing their talents at our April 12, 2021 meeting. 
President Carol Keen did a live interview with both women in Nora’s home. Carole displayed a number of 
Quilts of Valor she has completed, and Nora gave us a trunk show and a walking tour of her studio, plus some 
favorite tool tips. 
 
 
May 10, 2021 
Program: Lecture: Lilo Bowman ”Love Where You Create.” 
 
Lilo is an author, editor, production manager for The Quilt Show. She will 
lecture on organizing your space, whether it is a real studio or a modified 
closet. She was a military wife for many years, moving many times and 
honing her organizing skills. She will share videos of quilt studios she 
visited in researching her recent book, Love Your Creative Space. The 
lecture is video-taped with a live session at the end for questions or 
comments. Visit her website: http://www.lilobowman.com 
 
  
June 14, 2021 
Program: Patricia Belyea, teacher, author, shop owner of Seattle-
based Okan Arts, an online and brick-and-mortar shop that specializes in 
imported Japanese textiles, including yukata cottons. In addition, she 
designs innovative quilts and is noted for the unique curved piecing 
featured in her book, East Meets West. 
Patricia will take us on an insider tour of the 2020 Tokyo Quilt 
Festival, presenting highlights of this international quilt event. Her 
virtual tour continues to a traditional chusen-dyeing workshop to 
explain the hand-dyeing process for yukata fabric.Patricia finishes 
with a show of her own quilts made with vintage Japanese cottons, 
and talks about how these special fabrics inspire her.  Visit her 
website: http://www.okanarts.com 
 
 
July 12, 2021 
Program: Debbie Maddy, Tiori Designs, Zoom Lecture: Shibori Dyeing. 
Her lecture will be a combination slide presentation and trunk show. The 
side presentation will be of her Shibori experiences in Japan and the US, 
followed by a trunk show of her collection of hand-dyed fabrics and quilts 
made from Shibori fabrics. She has studied with prestigious artists in 
Japan, England and the US. Debbie designs patterns for quilts made from 
Shibori fabrics, and is a fabric designer for Moda. 
http://www.debbiemaddy.com 
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All Star Virtual Sampler Platter  

Saturday May 22nd, 3-6pm EST Sunday May 23rd, 3-6pm EST  

Come enjoy a fantastic zoom classroom experience!  Learn lots of quilting techniques from some of the best teachers 
around!  Come when you can, stay as long as you’d like! 

This jam-packed and exciting sampler platter is sure to be a rollicking good time for everyone! Experience some of the 
best teachers the virtual world has to offer in this live zoom event offered by the Global Quilt Connection. An All-Star cast 
of 18 quilt teachers will demonstrate some of their favorite quilting techniques, showcasing a wide variety of styles and 
techniques. You’ll see everything from traditional to modern and art quilting techniques.  

Come when you can, stay as long as you’d like, grab a cuppa and join the fun. Between each 15 minute demo we will 
offer short and entertaining zoom tutorials that will help you get the most out of a zoom workshop. If you haven’t yet had 
the opportunity to experience a live zoom class, this is your perfect risk-free opportunity to check it out. Each teacher will 
demonstrate her Zoomin’-awesome teaching style so you can get a good feel of how wonderful virtual classes can be.  

May 22, 3-6pm EST 

Catherine Redford Walking Foot Quilting Beyond the Ditch 

Trudy Cleveland Photograph Your Quilt with a Smartphone  

Natalya Khorover Hand Stitching on Single-use Plastic 

Ashli Montgomery Storytelling Tees, pair T-shirts with Blocks 

Dana Jones Demystifying Design for Foundation Piecing 

Kelly Ashton Calculations, Cutting, and Why it Matters  

Margarita Korioth Dimensional Designs with Light Modeling Paste 

Nina Clotfelter Ruler Work on Your Domestic Machine 

Sheila Frampton-Cooper Curved Piecing and Using Monofilament Thread  

May 23, 3-6pm EST 

Sandy Fitzpatrick Fusible Applique ́ with Decorative Machine Stitching  

Andi Stanfield Building a Monochromatic Color Palette 

Sue Sherman Needle Turn Applique ́ for Hawaiian Quilting 

Ellen Lindner How to Finish Your Quilt with a Facing 

Karen Miller Curled Feather Quilting on a Home Machine  

Joyce Hughes Thread Painting, Before and After 

Lisa Shepard Stewart Ankara Folded Hexie Blocks and Projects  

Ana Buzzalino Paintstiks on Fabric with Stencils and Rubbing Plates  

Brenda Gael Smith Piecing Freeform Banded Triangles 

You will receive a zoom link and a PDF from your guild, the week before the Sampler that includes written instructions to go 

along with each teacher’s demonstration, as well as a page with tips for making the most of live zoom workshops. If you have 

signed up as an individual quilter you will get the same link and PDF. The live zoom webinar will have a 1000 person access limit 

at any one time but not to worry! If the webinar is full when you log in, you will be automatically directed to a youtube livestream 

and won’t miss a thing! Sit back and see what a live virtual workshop has to offer.   

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

                       

Here are the specifics for May that we officers have planned for  

the 2021 LQG Challenge. 

 

PUT STARS IN YOUR EYES 
                         

It will be a medallion quilt with borders around it 

with a maximum finished size up to 50" X 50". 

 

DESIGN ELEMENT for MAY 2021: FIRST BORDER  

-Use any geometric units of your choice- rectangle, triangle, square, 

circle, lines, etc. The width is of your choice.  

 

The design element for April was: THE CENTER WILL BE A SQUARE QUILT BLOCK  

WITH A STAR PATTERN OF YOUR CHOICE. THE BLOCK NEEDS TO MEASURE BETWEEN 8" - 12". 

  

                                         We encourage all members to participate because there is a 

level appropriate to everyone.  This project will begin in April and finish in October. 

It will be a medallion quilt; information for each border will be given 

 in The Beacon News every month. 

We are giving you wings to fly using your creative ideas as seen in your choices 

of different patterns, fabrics, colors, designs and techniques which may be new to you. 

  

 

We guesstimate that you will need 6+ coordinating fabrics using neutrals, solids,  prints, etc.; batiks would work well also. You 

might need up to 1/2 yard of each fabric.  You can add fabrics as you go if needed. 

It will be okay for you to  join this challenge at any time you wish to do so. 
 

                         

This will be an individual project, not a pass-it-on type project.   
We have made arrangements for Show 'n Tell and to personally interact with each other  

on our  Pottawattamie Mondays.  We hope to see you on Monday, May 17 from 6:00 -8:30 PM. 
See article in newsletter for details on Pottawattamie Mondays- where - when -why- who.  Take along your medallion 

border project to share with others. 
                      

PLEASE NOTIFY LINDA ENGEL, the guild's secretary,  

that you are going to participate in this challenge: 

engelangel@frontier.com or 231-773-6620.  

 Feel free to contact her if you have any questions or concerns. 

 

                     

 

To see completed medallion quilts, go online and Google images of medallion quilts. 

 

            PLEASE READ the quote by Harriet Hargrave and Carrie Hargrave Jones on the following page. 

         It  relates to giving credit where credit is due. 

 

 



                            Until then, Carol Keen, Barb Dryer, Linda Engel 

      Harriet Hargrave, a quilter since 1984, and Carrie Hargrave Jones have written various books on quilting. The 
quote below is in their QUILTER'S ACADEMY Vol. 5- Master's Year, Harriet Hargrave and Carrie Hargrave Jones, 
c 2015: used by permission  
 
  “It is here, we want to address something important. If you choose to reproduce a quilt you find on the internet and 
you plan to hang that quilt in a show or for any reason you ever publish your quilt on the internet or in a book, we 
ask that you give full credit to the person whose quilt it was that inspired you. Anything older than 84 years no 
longer has a copyright, but if a person or museum owns the quilt, you need to give credit to that person or entity of 
ownership.  
    Being inspired by someone's work is actually the highest form of praise because you are giving credit where 
credit is due. This is important to your integrity as a quilter as well as the integrity of the original work and its 
maker." 
 

POTTAWATTOMIE MONDAYS! 
 

Our first in-person monthly gathering will be Monday, May 17th at Pottawattomie Park in Grand Haven.  We will 
continue to meet the third Monday of each month through September.  This will be in addition to our usual guild 
meetings on the second Monday of each month, This will be a chance to see each other face to face (well, really, 
mask to mask) in a socially responsible way, as we hopefully move our way towards more “normal” social 
gatherings.  We have rented Shelter #1 at the park for the following days, 6:00 – 8:30 p.m.   
 
 Monday, May 17 
 Monday, June 21 
 Monday, July 19 
 Monday, August 16 
 Monday, September 20 
 

Please put these dates on your calendar – rain or shine! 
 
Parking is free and there are tables at the covered picnic shelter.  You are welcome to bring your own chairs and 
non-alcoholic beverages.  We envision this as a time to get re-acquainted with each other, to have some “show and 
tell” time, to check out some of our library books, and to just have fun.  The park is located on 15600 Comstock 
Street, east of the airport.  From US 31, turn east onto Comstock Street which runs between Meijer's and Walmart.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Lighthouse Quilt Guild 

Treasurer's Report 

as of 2/28/2021 

    

 February Year to Date 
Annual 
Budget 

INCOME    
Community Outreach Income   300.00 

Interest Income 0.67  4.34  10.00 

Membership Dues  15.00  500.00 

Miscellaneous Income    120.00  300.00 

Newsletter Advertising Income  22.00  500.00 

Newsletter Member Fees Income   0.00 

Program Guest Fees   0.00 

Quilt Show Income  1,028.45  6,500.00 

Retreat Income   3,500.00 

Special Projects Income   1,000.00 

Take a Chance Income   250.00 

Workshop Income   570.00  2,000.00 

Total Income 0.67  1,759.79  14,860.00 
    
EXPENSES    
Administrative Expenses  (379.00) 250.00 

Community Outreach Expenses  (59.28) 1,000.00 

Facility Rental   500.00 

Hospitality Expenses   25.00 

Library Expenses  (31.00) 300.00 

Membership Expenses (77.71) (100.21) 300.00 

Miscellaneous Expenses  (100.00) 100.00 

Newsletter Expenses  (184.00) 600.00 

Program Expenses (25.00) (420.00) 5,000.00 

Quilt Show Expenses  (212.54) 3,000.00 

Retreat Expenses   3,500.00 

Special Projects Expenses (215.00) (215.00) 2,000.00 

Take a Chance Expenses   500.00 

Technology Expenses   1,000.00 

Workshop Expense   (1,000.00) 2,000.00 

Total Expenses (317.71) (2,701.03) 20,075.00 

    
General  Fund Balance 16,367.23   
Program Reserve Balance 1,000.00   
Equipment Reserve Balance 3,000.00   

 20,367.23   
    
LQG Assets as of 2/28/2021    
Checking 2,824.51    
    outstanding checks (77.71)   
Petty Cash (Membership) 30.00    
Savings 17,590.43    

 20,367.23    
 

 



 
 

Lighthouse Quilt Guild 
PO Box 852 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your May Lighthouse Quilt Guild Newsletter is here  

Our May meeting will be with Zoom). 
What to Bring to the Next Meeting (when we are able to meet):  
 
  ~ Your Name Badge (pin it on!)—this is your entry to the meeting 
  ~ Completed Community Outreach quilts 
  ~ Spare Change for Take A Chance  
  ~ Library Books 
  ~ Show and Tell 
 

  Next Board Meeting: Tuesday, May 18, 2021 
     Room B, Loutit District Library  (or Zoom ) at 6:30 pm 

 


